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EVOLUTION AND CONSCIOUSNESS. 



EVOLUTION is now generally accepted by thinkers as the most 
scientific explanation of the processes of life in general ; and 
whatever criticisms may apply to this or that phase of evolutionary 
belief, most of those whose abilities and training stamp any value 
upon their opinions regard Lamarck, Darwin, Wallace, Spencer, 
and some of their followers in scientific research as among the 
world's greatest discoverers and benefactors. Yet the details of 
the doctrine have not all been arranged, and all the accessible facts 
of experience have not yet been brought into harmony with the 
general conception. A great task still remains to be accomplished 
before the field is cleared of contradictions, many of which are our 
inheritance from past ages of thought in realms other than those 
of physical research. Theories are still held in metaphysics and 
philosophy, notably in psychology, which are irreconcilable with 
those derived from the observed facts of evolutionary science. 

Confessedly one of the most important and difficult problems 
still unsettled is that of the origin, nature, and place of Conscious- 
ness. In using this term I am embarrassed by the difficulty due 
to the lack of precision with which it is employed. Perhaps the 
most comprehensive definition is : "The mind's knowledge of its 
own state or acts;" or, in the language of Hamilton, "Conscious- 
ness is the recognition by the mind or ' ego ' of its acts and affec- 
tions; in other words, the affirmation that certain modifications 
are known by me, and that these modifications are mine." Another 
definition is: "Immediate knowledge of any object whatever." 
Doubtless one word, awareness, will express the substance of these 
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definitions. I desire to use the word consciousness to signify that 
complex of qualities, activities, and relations which constitute the 
"ego," which make me myself and not another, — in a word, I mean 
by it the sense of Selfhood. 

When it is asked, What is conscious? the answer is, I am con- 
scious. But what am I? My body evidently is not myself, it can- 
not reason, love, hate, aspire, worship ; I am — a Soul. Whence, 
then, came I? Concerning the origin of the body there is no ques- 
tion ; but the mind, the soul, is, upon the whole, regarded in the 
light of a mysterious guest, for whose accommodation, some say, 
for whose imprisonment, say others, the body is provided. 

I have neither occasion nor space to do more than merely 
glance at a few of the theories concerning the soul. The so-called 
Indian philosophy holds the "essential sameness of individual 
souls, emanating all alike from the ultimate spiritual essence 'as 
sparks issue from the fire,' and destined to return thither." Accord- 
ing to the Vedanta, there is but one substance or reality, "ingener- 
able, immutable, incorruptible, eternal, and this is the supreme 
spirit. The individual soul is personal only in fictitious semblance, 
and is in truth impersonal, one with the undifferenced self or Brah- 
man." One of the grandest contributions of thought on this theme 
is doubtless that of Buddhism. It "denies that the word soul is 
anything more than a convenient expression, or that it has any 
counterpart in fact. Birth is not rebirth but new birth. Trans- 
migration of soul becomes a transfer of karma. As one generation 
dies and gives way to another — the heir of the consequences of all 
its vices and all its virtues, the exact result of pre-existing causes — 
so each individual in the long chain of life inherits all of good or 
evil that all its predecessors have done or been, and takes up the 
struggle towards enlightenment precisely where they have left it. 
One lamp is lighted at another ; the second flame differs from the 
first, to which it owes its existence. A seed grows into a tree and 
produces a seed from which arises another tree different from the 
first, though resulting from it." Plato represents Socrates in his 
last moments as saying: "If the dead came from the living, and 
not the living from the dead, the universe would ultimately be con- 
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sumed in death." He says : "What is recollected must be previ- 
ously known. . . . Therefore, if ideals be not vain, our souls must 
have existed before birth, and will have continued existence after 
death." 

The so-called materialistic theory of the soul is, that it is the 
resultant of the sum of the physical activities, related to the organ- 
ism as the rainbow is to the drops of water, and like it, ceasing to 
exist when the organism fails. 

Now, it is evident that a true theory of Consciousness must 
harmonise with the physical facts of evolutionary science ; and the 
materialistic view in its various phases is fraught with so many 
contradictions that it by no means offers an explanation of the pro- 
gress of the race. But human progress is a fact which must be 
accounted for, and since mind or soul is the chief factor in this 
progress, a correct theory is of the first importance. That which 
I here offer I have ventured to call the Composite Consciousness. 

It is not incumbent upon any theory to demonstrate its author- 
ity; all that is required to entitle it to a place in a scientific system 
is, that it shall best account for the greatest number of facts ; if it 
succeed in doing this, it is by presumption true, and is entitled to 
rank as a scientific working hypothesis. And I need only remind 
the reader that many, of authoritative position in the world of sci- 
ence, regard evolution as a yet unproved hypothesis, who still ac- 
cept the doctrine as the best explanation yet given of the world-- 
process. 

I said, above, "Concerning the origin of the body there is no 
question." I mean by this, of course, the individual organism 
with which we are at present acquainted. I make here no attempt 
to speculate concerning the possible evolution of the human form 
from those of lower rank. The individual is physically derived 
from his ancestors ; without two previous organisms, the third is 
impossible. Thus each individual is, physically, a composite, as it 
were, of all who have preceded him. We have all seen composite 
photographs, the art of making which was recently discovered. A 
notable instance is that of Gladstone's Cabinet, which appeared in 
many of the leading magazines. It affords a good illustration of 
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my meaning. As in this picture a new face appears, presenting a 
union of the characteristics of all the faces, so combined and blended 
as to be like and yet unlike each, so each physical body is a meet- 
ing ground, or a focal point, for all the converging ancestral ele- 
ments, unlike them all, yet having impressed upon it their princi- 
pal characteristics. Thus traits of gesture, facial expression, gait, 
tones of voice, etc., are faithfully repeated from generation to gen- 
eration. Further, it is well known that these physical traits are 
indicative of mental dispositions, so that many profess to read 
character by these external, physical signs. Red hair is popularly 
supposed to accompany a fiery temper; square jaws indicate firm- 
ness, thick lips sensuality, and so on. Thus it would appear rea- 
sonable to view the mind, the consciousness, that which constitutes 
personality, as also a composite, formed of all the ancestral person- 
alities. In what other way shall we account for inherited genius, 
as, for example, in the case of Sebastian Bach and his descendants? 
My thought will be made perfectly clear by reference to the follow- 
ing simple diagram. 




Let the lowest and largest circle stand for a given personality. Ob- 
viously its existence depends on that of the father and mother, and 
theirs in turn upon that of their progenitors, and so on. Now, to 
assume that the soul or mind is imported into the body, is to deny 
the well known fact that it is the mind that imparts its seal to the 
physical organism, rather than the reverse, is to deny the inherit- 
ance of mental idiosyncrasies, and to involve the whole subject in 
more and greater contradictions than confront us on this hypoth- 
esis. 

One of the most striking confirmations of this theory is afforded 
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by the memories that haunt many people. I call them memories, 
but the term is not quite accurate, since these impressions usually 
lack the clearness of the ordinary memories of life. They are, 
rather, experiences that seem to float in a region just the other 
side of memory, and their subjects are tantalised in vain efforts to 
grasp their meaning. I remember reading, some years ago, an 
experience, the details of which I have unfortunately forgotten, but 
which was strikingly in point. It was that of a gentleman of 
Welsh descent, who, I believe, had never been in Wales. For 
years he had been haunted by the vague reminiscence of a tune, 
wild and strange, yet which he could not recollect ever having 
heard. One day, while crossing the ocean, he heard a company 
of Welsh sailors singing ; he drew near, and at once recognised 
the air, which no one had ever sung to him, and yet which had 
been, in a dim, formless way, a part of his consciousness. It was 
an old Welsh melody, I think a battle song. A friend of mine, a 
gentleman of great intellectual abilities and highly educated, told 
me that he never saw the moon, very early in the morning, hang- 
ing low in a gray sky, without the feeling that, long, long ago, he 
had been present, under just such an aspect of sky and planet, at 
an event that decided the fate of nations. Another case, well known 
to me, is that of a person who, when a child, was so beset by dim 
reminiscencies of a former state of luxury and power, that he finally 
conceived the possibility of his having been born in such a condi- 
tion, and adopted by those whom he called father and mother, and 
who by no means lived in affluence. He brooded over this fancy 
until, able to carry his secret no longer, he one day asked his 
mother if he was really her child. Her affirmative answer at once 
dispelled his little theory, but the dream remained, and still haunts 
him, though he is now a man in middle life. My friend assures 
me that he can at will recall a vision of a spacious apartment with 
what impress him as lordly and luxurious furnishings. It is dusk, 
no lamps or candles are lighted, and he sits there alone. To his 
right, against the wall, stands a lofty sideboard of some antique 
design, on which are ranged pieces of plate. In this vision, or 
reminiscence, or whatever it be, he feels himself the proprietor of 
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the seen and/*?// magnificence, or the son of its proprietor. He has 
only to make a want known to have it immediately ministered to 
by some attendant who waits in an adjoining apartment. 

I relate this circumstance at some length, on account of what 
seems to me its scientific value as corroborative of the theory of 
consciousness here presented. For this gentleman, though never 
having, in his proper person, seen such an apartment, furnished 
in the manner described, and never having exercised the authority 
of which he felt himself possessed in the reminiscence, is actually 
a descendant of a long line of English nobles, and his tastes, al- 
though, as he tells me, he has never had the means to gratify 
them fully, are those which we are accustomed to associate with 
aristocracy. 

I am, because my ancestors were ; and I am what I am, be- 
cause of what they were. Memories of the kind referred to seem 
to be my memories, because they are a part of my consciousness. If 
some forefather took part in a great battle, and if, according to the 
hypothesis, this strong impression is in a measure reproduced in 
his descendants, though only as a floating sentiment, what more 
natural than that I should conceive of myself as having been, in 
some mysterious manner an actor in affairs which in no way con- 
cern my present existence? That all the experience, all the mental 
life, of my ancestors is not represented in my consciousness may 
be explained by cancellation, by the stronger overlying or oblit- 
erating the weaker, by something akin to chemical attraction and 
repulsion. Obviously, only the master impressions can survive as 
memories, more or less distinct, while the rest have entered into 
the warp and woof of personality, manifesting themselves as habits, 
tendencies, acts, judgments, modes of thought, points of view un- 
consciously ruling the life. 

The theory of the composite consciousness accounts for the 
growth of the race in civilisation and power. It explains how man 
can benefit by the gains of the past. This is exactly expressed in 
the Buddhistic statement that " Each individual in the long chain 
of life inherits all of good or evil that all its predecessors have done 
or been, and takes up the struggle towards enlightenment precisely 
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where they have left it. One lamp is lighted at another." There 
is undoubtedly such a thing as a Race Memory due to other sources 
than the mere repetition by father to son of old legends, such as 
those relating to ancient habitats and migrations, and striking na- 
tional or tribal vicissitudes. This is explicable on no other basis. 
The solidarity of the race becomes intelligible from this point of 
view, and the doctrine of evolution gains new breadth and beauty. 

It is noteworthy that glimpses of this insight mark several of 
the theories of the soul that have gained the acceptance of large 
numbers of men. It is as though the Soul were, so to speak, half 
conscious of the real method of her earthly pilgrimage. A dim 
apprehension of this truth lurks at the bottom of Comte's philoso- 
phy, which asserts, in lieu of individual immortality, the immortal- 
ity of the race, a thought-immortality, toward which each individ- 
ual contributes his share. 

The only philosophical objection to this theory of conscious- 
ness which, to my mind, deserves serious notice is the asserted 
simplicity of the mind or soul. The old view was that the mind was 
a group of faculties of which one might be active, while the others 
were quiescent. Where we use the general term intellect, our fore- 
fathers spoke of "intellects." But now the mind is viewed as a 
unit. When we will, the whole mind wills ; when we remember, 
the whole mind remembers. 

But recent studies in psychology have taught us that, while the 
old conception is untenable, the newer one is far from being cor- 
rect. The mind is not a unit in the sense which many hold. As 
Dr. Carus says in The Monist (January, 1897): "The unity of 
the soul has ceased to be a monad, an atomistic unity, and is rec- 
ognised as a unification. The personality of a man is a peculiar 
idiosyncrasy of psychic forms, a system of sensations, impulses, 
and motor ideas, but it is not a monad, not a distinct entity, not a 
separate unit. In a word, there is no soul-entity, or soul-substance, 
or soul-substratum, that is possessed of sensations, impulses, and 
motor ideas ; but all the sensations, impulses, and motor ideas of a 
man are themselves part and parcel of his soul. Mr. Hegeler ex- 
presses it by saying : ' I have not ideas, but I am ideas. ' " Buddha 
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taught, as quoted by Dr. Carus in the number of The Monist re- 
ferred to, that "Compounds have no existence outside their parts, 
and man, like other things, animals, plants, chariots, worlds, etc. 
is a compound. Self denotes the whole man." 

Such men as Ribot and Binet have abundantly demonstrated 
the fact that consciousness is not a unitary phenomenon, but an 
affair of astonishingly complex nature. It is well known that aber 
rations of the physical personality, or the sense of physical same- 
ness are often met with. The patient believes that he has lost a 
limb, or that he is made of glass, or that some other extraordinary 
change has taken place in his physical organism. Ribot says 
(The Diseases of Personality): "Some subjects assert that they no 
longer have teeth, mouth, stomach, intestines, brain : which can 
only be explained by a suppression or alteration of the internal 
sensations that exist in the normal state and contribute to consti- 
tute the notion of the physical ego." M. Ribot also mentions a 
form of hallucination in which the patient insists that "he has no 
body at all, — he is dead." "The physician Baudelocque, during 
the last period of his life, lost all consciousness of the existence of 
his body: he maintained he no longer possessed head, arms, etc." 

No one disputes the complex nature of the physical organism, 
but the conscious "ego" is also liable to experiences or states 
wholly inexplicable on any other theory than that of composite 
consciousness. For example, there is the famous case, related by 
M. Ribot in the work above referred to, of a soldier wh<5 had been 
seriously wounded at the battle of Austerlitz. "When asked about 
his condition, he would reply : ' You want to know how old Lam- 
bert is? He is dead ; he was carried off by a cannon ball. What 
you see here is not he, but a poor machine that they have made, 
in imitation of him; you ought to ask them to make another.' In 
speaking of himself, he never said 'I,' but 'that thing.'" 

Here was not only the loss of the sense of physical identity, 
but also that of the true "self-identity." Indeed, cases are on rec- 
ord which prove conclusively that the personality is made up of a 
great number of unstable elements. At any moment a person may 
cease to be "himself," and become another. One of the most re- 
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markable cases of this kind which has come under my notice, is 
that of Mary Reynolds, as related in a booklet entitled The Watseka 
Wonder. The account is republished from Harper's Magazine for 
May, i860. I refer my readers to it, as it is too long to introduce 
here. Another case, quoted by Ribot from Billod, is that of a luna- 
tic in the asylum at Vanves, who, ' ' every eighteen months about, 
would let his beard grow and present himself, altered in dress and 
manners, to the whole house as a lieutenant of artillery, named 
Nabon, recently arrived from Africa, to act as a substitute for his 
brother. He would say, that before leaving, his brother had given 
him all the requisite information about every one ; and at his ar- 
rival he would ask and obtain the honor of being introduced to 
each person. The patient would then remain for several months 
in a state of marked exaltation, adapting his whole conduct to his 
new individuality. At the expiration of a certain time he would 
announce the return of his brother, who, as he said, was in the vil- 
lage and would come to replace him. Whereupon he would have 
his beard shaved off, change his dress and manner, and resume his 
real name. But he would then exhibit a marked expression of mel- 
ancholy, walking along slowly, silent, and alone, usually reading 
the Imitation of Jesus Christ or the Fathers of the Church. In this 
mental state — a lucid one, perhaps, but one that I am far from con- 
sidering normal — he would remain until the return of the imaginary 
Lieutenant Nabon." 

M. Ribot also relates {The Diseases of Personality, p. 72) a most 
interesting and instructive case, that of a young man who succes- 
sively exhibited six different states of consciousness. The narrative 
is much too long to insert here. 

At the risk of making this paper appear but a series of quota- 
tions, I must employ the language of Professor Ribot when he says 
{The Diseases of Personality, p. 69): "Our ego at different epochs 
is very different : according to age, the various duties and events 
of life, and the excitations of the moment, certain complexes of 
ideas, at a given moment representing the ego, are more strongly 
developed than the others and take the first place. We become 
another and are yet the same. My ego as a physician, as a scien- 
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tist, my sensual ego, my moral ego, etc., that is, the complexes of 
ideas, inclinations, and directions of the will designated by these 
terms, may at a given moment enter into mutual combat and repel 
each other. The consequence of this state of things would be, not 
only inconsistency and division of thought and will, but also a com- 
plete absence of energy for each of these isolated phases of the 
ego, if in ail these spheres there was not a more or less clear repe- 
tition for consciousness of some of these fundamental directions. 
The orator, master of his words, who while speaking is his own 
critic, the actor watching himself play, the psychologist studying 
himself, are additional examples of this normal division of the 
ego." 

Thus we see that the theory commonly held at present — which 
regards the mind as a unit — must be abandoned as no longer scien- 
tific, in view of the facts presented above. 

But another objection remains to be noticed, which, though 
not perhaps deserving the rank of scientific, yet will be urged by 
many on religious grounds. It will be said : Wherein does the 
theory of Composite Consciousness differ from that of materialism, 
which holds that the soul is the mere resultant of the activities of 
the physical organism, and that when these activities cease the 
manifestation called "soul" must necessarily cease also? What 
becomes of the doctrine of immortality to which the great majority 
of the race cling with such tenacity? Does not the Scripture say 
that "God breathed into man's nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living soul"? Surely, what was "breathed into" the 
organism was not the product of that organism's interactions! 

To my mind the theory here maintained is as far from being 
"materialistic" in the sense intended by this objection as material- 
ism is from spiritualism. But it serves, as no other theory with 
which I am acquainted can, to harmonise the undoubted facts 
which form the basis of the materialistic view, with the facts, 
equally undoubted, which are at the foundation of the opposite 
theory of life. 

The bane of specialism is the tendency to fix the attention 
upon facts in the special field of investigation, to the exclusion of 
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facts whose existence is fully demonstrated in other regions of re- 
search. The votaries of physical science often arrogate the name 
science to the results of their favorite labors, forgetful of the rights 
of others who seek reality from other points of view. Science 
means nothing but classified knowledge ; and a system of classified 
facts in regard to ideas is as truly science, as classified facts in re- 
gard to rocks, or bones, or gases. Observed facts of mind cannot 
contradict observed facts of therapeutics ; mathematics is as truly 
a science as mechanics, — indeed, without the former the latter is 
impossible. The criterion of truth is that it never contradicts it- 
self. When two "sciences" are in any degree contradictory, either 
the supposed facts are not facts, or they have been wrongly inter- 
preted. 

It will be disputed by no one that, whatever the differences 
between any two given personalities, all men are under the sway of 
fixed mental laws ; no experience to which man is subject can abro- 
gate their decrees. Truth never changes to Falsehood. The intui- 
tions are always the incorruptible court of final appeal. On the 
axioms of mind is erected that purely ideal science called par excel- 
lence an exact science, mathematics, to whose laws the coarsest and 
clumsiest of material structures as well as the most abstract sys- 
tems of thought must conform. These laws are the same for all 
times and for all classes of minds. Ten thousand men in Athens 
in the days of Pericles was not a larger or smaller number than ten 
thousand men in Boston in the year 1897. Edison, with all his 
genius, the crown and glory of evolution in the field of invention, 
cannot force an electrical discharge of two thousand volts from an 
instrument whose resistance is only equal to one thousand. And it 
is to be noted that when a "philosopher" seeks to deny the valid- 
ity and universality of the intuition, he does so by endeavoring to 
appeal to some universal and unquestionable standard of truth! 

All men know, then, whether they have consciously separated 
this knowledge into its formal elements or not, that a thing and its 
contradictory cannot both be true ; all men, likewise, believe in, or 
hope for, or think about, Immortality, the existence of a Supreme 
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Being ; all races have Religion, in support of which they are will- 
ing, if need arise, to forego all merely material, transient gains. 

These beliefs, then, are proofs of a Consciousness common to 
the race ; in other words, they inhere in what may be called the 
Race Personality. They are beyond experience, yet are the stand- 
ards by which experience is tested and its validity determined. 
Does not this point to the fact that the life of man is a manifesta- 
tion of the Eternal Reason, that Life which was in the beginning, 
is now and ever shall be — that man's true ancestry is Divine? We 
are the sons of our fathers and mothers ; was the Apostle John 
guilty of an unscientific statement when he declared: "Now are 
we the Sons of God?" For progress is impossible, for the individ- 
ual or the race, without a norm of experience, an unvarying stand- 
ard by reference to which all the facts of experience are classified 
and duly related, so that life is not a mere chaos of discordant hap- 
penings. This norm cannot be the result of experience any more 
than the axiom can be the result of mathematical practice ; it must 
precede the conscious experience as the soil must precede the plant 
which it nourishes. 

The problem of self-consciousness as distinguished from that 
deeper consciousness shared by all the race, receives new light 
from the foregoing considerations. Jean Paul somewhere speaks 
of the moment when, as a child, standing near his father's wood- 
pile, the revelation suddenly flashed upon him, " I am an I! " Here- 
tofore, without self-consciousness, he had shared in the universal 
life ; but now the experiences of his few years, like volcanic ten- 
dencies silently gathering force beneath the surface, in one instant 
thrust up the little island of "self" from the depths of being, and 
henceforth he goes his way conscious of a Personality which differ- 
entiates him from all others. It would be instructive to gather data 
concerning the birth of the self-idea in young children, but unfor- 
tunately all are not wonderful geniuses like Jean Paul. Doubtless 
with most of us the self-cousciousness steals upon us as dawn steals 
upon the earth, — there is no precise moment when we can say, 
Now it is day. 

Man arrives at self-consciousness through the reaction of the 
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external world, and thus conceives of himself as finite by contrast 
with his consciousness of the All, the Infinite. Thus man carries 
within himself the polar opposites of being. He can reason to the 
infinite only from his consciousness of the finite, and to the finite only 
from his consciousness of the Infinite. Another fact, authenticated 
by countless instances, possesses the greatest corroborative value 
in this connexion : In the great crises of life when the whole atten- 
tion is given to an instant experience either of overwhelming dan- 
ger, grief, or joy, one does not watch himself, he is unconscious of 
himself. Familiar illustrations of this truth are afforded by soldiers 
in battle, unaware of their wounds ; by ordinarily feeble women 
performing miracles of strength and daring in the effort to defend 
or rescue their children from great peril ; by the orator, rising, in 
some tremendous emergency, above the plane where, according to 
M. Ribot in the language quoted above, he is "master of his words 
and while speaking is his own critic," but rather is mastered by his 
ideas, and, in an exaltation akin to prophetic frenzy, identifies 
himself with the substance of his message, or, in the terminology 
of so-called Occultism, "becomes it," — these and many other in- 
stances which could be given prove that indeed the personal con- 
sciousness is but a bubble floating on the tide of Being, and liable, 
at any moment of strong emotion, to be swept into nothingness. I 
cannot here forbear to allude to the well-known fact that in great 
popular uprisings large bodies of men "lose themselves" and be- 
come animated by a common impulse, so that a thousand persons, 
any one of whom is a comparatively insignificant force, united by a 
common idea and purpose, become a terrible Energy, resistless as 
an avalanche, drawing their power from the common source, Om- 
nipotent Being. 

The Race Consciousness, then, is an undoubted fact, — at bot- 
tom, and only awaiting some impulse which shall seize, not a thou- 
sand men nor a million, but all the dwellers on the planet, One 
Consciousness for all men, swallowing up the partial sense of self- 
hood as the ocean swallows up the wave. This is the basis of a 
true science of Sociology. I cannot afford to injure another, for in 
so doing I am injuring myself. I am bound to help all others, for 
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I am thus helping myself. And when this conception becomes 
general, evolution will receive a mighty impulse, and its fruits shall 
appear from seeds that have been planted long ago, — how long, 
who can tell? — in the deep soil of Consciousness. 

No one, then, need fear for the doctrine of Immortality, since 
man is a manifestation of the Endless Life. As to the manner of 
immortality, of course we cannot now know; but if Evolution, 
which is the method of the Divine procedure, has brought us thus 
far on the road, we surely shall not be so illogical as to fear that in 
the future we shall have or be less than at present! If, indeed, the 
protoplasm evolved into Man, shall man dread lest evolution shall 
at last render him inferior to the protoplasm! No; if the deep in- 
stincts of the race deceive us, if the intuitions, if the axioms by 
virtue of which only we say that we know, delude us, how dare we 
trust that we have discovered any abiding principles to guide even 
our little daily personal lives? How dare we say of any system of 
induction or deduction, This is Science? The world, then, is not 
an orderly evolution, but a chaos, rushing in a mighty storm to 
endless night. Nay, the night has already fallen, and we are but 
spectres, groping among the fantastic apparitions of a baseless 
Dream ! 

In closing, let me advert to the theory which holds that the 
physical environment reacts upon man, so that geographical, cli- 
matic, and other variations tend to produce general race character- 
istics, — variations in temperament and faculty. Dwellers by the 
sea and dwellers in the desert present totally different features to 
the study of the ethnologist. Mountaineers and inhabitants of the 
plain ; denizens of the tropics and those who support life amid po- 
lar snows ; the cultivated products of European and American so- 
ciety and the wretched creatures who freeze and starve in Terra del 
Fuego ; Gladstone and the African pigmy, represent types almost 
as divergent as those afforded by animals of different species. Do 
we not in these facts find a hint, in strict scientific accordance with 
the doctrine of Evolution, that the material universe is also pos- 
sessed of something, not " Consciousness " in the ordinary accep- 
tation of the term, perhaps, but at least a dim sort of psychic life, 
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the same in kind, though infinitely less in degree, as that of brute 
and man? One of the great philosophies of the Orient teaches that 
the same life resides in the ant and in the angel ; and the poets, 
as, for instance, George Herbert, who says: "Man is in little all 
the sphere," and Tennyson, who sings: 

' ' Flower in the crannied wall, 
I pluck you out of the crannies, — 
Hold you here in my hand, root and all, 
Little flower. But if I could understand 
What you are, root and all and all in all, 
I should know what God and man is," 

— these who represent the deepest insight into nature and life, are 
full of the thought that the universe is not cold and dead, but is, 
with man, a sign and symbol of the Life Eternal. And the lan- 
guage of St. Paul is seen to be but a scientific utterance when he 
says : "The earnest expectation of the creation waiteth for the re- 
vealing of the sons of God. For the creation was subjected to van- 
ity, not of its own will, but by reason of him who subjected it, in 
hope that the creation itself also shall be delivered from the bond- 
age of corruption into the liberty of the glory of the children of 
God." 

Already, at the touch of inventive skill, many a casket of ap- 
parently gross matter has been opened to liberate a mighty genie 
who evermore assists the upward progress of man. It is as though 
the veriest clod or jagged rock or floating cloud bore within its 
bosom a sleeping soul ready to awake to consciousness at the call 
of Mind, — as though many a Beast were awaiting the kiss of beauti- 
ful Intellect to arise, with the grace and dignity of a prince, clad 
in royal robes. 

Oliver H. P. Smith. 

Kansas City, Mo. 



